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Gray’s Inn, Fan. 12, 1754. 


Manet alté mente Repiftum. Vira. 


Hine ille Lacryme. TEREN. 


sae oxy) Avinc lately feen in the ApvEeNnTURER 2 
BAY aS Criticifm upon the Tragedy of King Lear, 
iu in which that Writer, whom I have often 
admired upon other Occafions, feems to me 
to have miftaken the principal Idea in the old 
King’s Mind, while in a State of Madnefs, 
I hope it will be unneceffary to make any 
Apology either to him, or the Public, for 
offering my Thoughts on this Subject. 

To be able to criticife a Poet with any Degree of Perfpicuity, 
it is requifite to confider the Natnre of his Fable; and the moral 
Ute of the Work. This being fketched, we may then proceeed 
to obferve how he lays on his Colouring, the Difpofition of each 
Perfonage, the Exxpreffion of the Paffions, and which is the ca- 
pital Figure in the Piece. ear being examined in this Manner, 
it will appear that the Author intended to exhibit the Confequences 
attending the horrid Crime of Filial Ingratitude. To enforce this 
he reprefents an old Monarch, tired with the Cares of State, 
and willing to diftribute his Poffeflions among his Daughters, in 
Proportion to their Affe€tions towards his Perfon. Accordingly, the 
two that flatter’d-him obtain all, the third Sifter being difinherited 
for her Sincerity, and the King is at length driven by the Ingratituce 
of his eldeft Daughter, to an Extreme of Madnefs, which pro- 
duces the fineft Tragic Diftrefs ever feen on any Stage. As this 
is the Groundwork of the Play, I am really furprized that the 
Critic in the Adventure fhould impute the Madnels of Lear to 
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the Lofs of Royalty. The Behaviour of his Children is always 
uppermoft in his Thoughts, and we perceive it working upon his 
Paffions, till at Length his Mind fettles into a fixt Attention to 
that fingle Obje&t. ‘This, I think, will appear in a critical Exa- 
mination of the Play. 

LEAR in his firft Scene, thews himfelf fufceptible of the moft 
violent Emotions. The Poet has drawn him impetuous to the 
greateft Degree, proud, haughty, revengeful, and, tender-hearted. 
In fuch a Mind it is not to be wondered that Ill-treatment fhould 
excite the moft uneafy Senfations. He takes lire at an imagi- 
nary Appearance of Jifaffection in Cordelia. 


But goes thy Heart with this ? 
So young and fo untender ! 


He is foon after alarmed with Sufpicions of difrefpect from 
Gonerill, ** 1 will look further intu’t.” — He then is convinced 
of her contemptuous Difregard, and the Effect it has upon him, 
indicates a Mind, impotent and liable to the worft Perturbations. 


Does Lear walk thus? {peak thus? where are his Eyes ? 
Either his Notion weakens, bis Difcernings 
fre lethargied. 


His Reflections after this fhew what is neareft to his Heart. 


Ingratitude! thou marble-hearted Fiend, 
More hideous, when thou fhew ft thee in a Child, 
Than the Sea-Monfter. 


He obferves that Cordelia’s Fault was fmall; and when even 
that made fuch an Impreffion on him, what are we to expect from 
his fiery Difpofition, when rejected by thofe to whom he had 
given all? His Imprecation, though big with Horror, is the na- 
tural Refult of his Indignation, and the Tendernefs and Over- 
flowings of Softnefs, which melt him in the midft of his Vehe- 
mence, produce a fine Conflict of Paffions. 


Th’ untented Woundings of a Father’s Curfe, 
Pierce ev'ry Senfe about thee — Old fond Eyes, 
Beweep this Caufe again, I'll pluck ye out, 
And caft ye, with the Waters that you lofe, 
To temper Clay.—— 
His Haughtinefs then breaks out in a Menace to his Daughter. 


Thou foalt find, 
That I'll refume the Shape, which thou doft think 
I have caft off forever 


lis Addrefs to Regan is extremely tender and pathetic. 


Thy tender-hefted Nature fhali not give 
Thee o'er to Harfone/s, 


and a little after; 








Thou better know ft 
The Offices of Nature, Bond of Childhood, 
Effetis of Courtefie, Dues of Gratitude , 
Thy half oth’ Kingdom thou baft not forgot, 
Wherein I thee endow’ d. 


THERE have been manyPoets who were acquainted in general with 
the Paflion of human Nature; and accordingly we find them con- 
{tantly defcribing ther Effects. But Shakefpear’s Art fhows their 
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Impulfe and their Workings, without the Aid of Definition or 
flowery Defcription. Befides the general Survey of the Heart, 
he was more intimately verfed in the various Tempers of Man- 
kind than any Poet whatever. We always find that he makes 
the Paffions of each Perfonage in his Drama operate according 
to his peculiar Habit and Frame of Mind; and, in the Tragedy 
in Queftion, there are fo many Strokes of this Nature, that in 
my Opinion, it is his Mafter-Piece. In every Speech in Lear's 
Mouth there is fuch an artful Mixture of thwarting Paffions, 
that the Heartftrings of an Audience are torn on every Side. The 
frequent Tranfition and Shifting of Emotions is natural to every 
Breaft, but in Lear they are characteriftical Marks of his Temper. 


I pr’ythee, Daughter do not make me mad. 
I will not trouble thee my Child. Farewell. 
We ll meet no more—no more fee one another. 
But yet thou art my Flefh, my Blood, my Daughter ; 
Or rather a Difeafe that’s in my Flefh, &c. 
Rut Pil not chide thee; 
Let Shame come when it will, I do not call it ; 
I do not bid the Thunder-bearer fhoot, 
Nor tell Tales of thee to high judging Jove. 


In this Speech every Mafter-paffion in his Temper rife in 
Confli€, his Pride, his Revenge, his quick Refentment, and his 
Tendernets. Shake/pear has beautifully repeated Inftances of this 
Naturé, in almoft every Line, and the following Paflage has fome 
of the fineft Turns in the World. 


O let not Women’s Weapons, Water-Drops, 

Stain my Man’s Cheeks—nce, ye unnatr’al Hazs — 

I will have fuch Revenges on ye both — Pll do fuch Things, 
What they are I no not — But they fhall be 

The Terrors of the Earth — you think I'll weep — 

No — I'll not weep —— I have full Caufe of weeping ~ 
This Heart foall break into a thoufand Flaws,— 

Or eer Pll weap O Fool, Ifhall go mad. 


Herethe diftreffled Monarch leaves his Daughter’s Roof, and 
the next Time we fee him, he is ona wild Heath in a violent 
Storm, where all his Reflections take a Tincture from the gloomy 
Colour of a Mind difeafed with Anguifh, and we foon fee what is 
the principal Object of his Attention. 


- Thou ali foaking Thunder 
Crack Nature’s Mould; all Germins fpill at once 
That make UNGRATEFUL Maw. 








and again ; 
The Tempeft inmy Mind 
Doth from my Senfes take all Feeling elfe 
Save what beats there — Filial Ingratitude! 


His fudden Apoftrophe to his Daughters muft draw Tears from 
every Eye. 
O Regan! Gonerill ! 
Your old kind Father, whofe frank Heart gave all. 


The breaking off has a fine Effect. 


O! that Way Madnefs lies—let me foun that— 

No more of that— 
This might lead any Man to the Caufe of Lear’s Madaels, with- 
out thinking of the Refignation of his Sceptre. 
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As yet the Perturbation of his Mind does not feem fixed to a Point, 
he begins to moralize, but ftill with a View to his own A fflictions, 
until Edgar enters difguifed like a Madman. Lear’s firft Queftion 
is, ‘* have his Daughters brought him to this Pafs? couldit thou 
fave nothing? didft thou give them all ?’’— And this I take to be 
the firft Touch of fixed Madnefs in the Play. 

As our Hero is now out of his Senfes, a new Field opens itfelf to 
the Poet. He had before difplay’d every Movement of the Heart, 
and the human Underftanding now becomes his Province, in which, 
we fhall find, he acquits himielf with the moft mafterly Skill. Mr. 
Lock obferves that, ‘*‘ Madmen do not feem to have loft the Faculty of 
‘© reafoning 5 but having joined together fome Ideas very wrongly, they 
‘¢ miftake them for Truths; and they err as Men do that argue right 
“© from wrong Principles. For by the Violence of their Imaginations, 
‘© baving miftaken their Fancies for Realities, they make right Deduc- 
‘© tions from them.” 

AGr.EEABLY to this Account, Lear, upon the Appearance of 
a Madman, takes it for granted that it 1s owing to his Daughters 
Il-treatment, and when contradicted he replies, ** Death! Traitor ! 
nothing could have fubdued Nature to fuch a Lownefs but his 
unkind Daughters.”’—He next takeshim for a Philofopher, and 
enquires ‘* what is the Caufe of Thunder ?” 

In his next Scene a Delire of revenging his Grievances actuates 
his Mind ; 

To have a thoufand with red burning Spits 
Come lizzing in upon’ em | 


He then proceeds to arraign his Daughters in a Court of Juttice. 
‘*¢ Arraign her *firft, *tis Goneri/. I here take my Oath before this 
‘¢ honourable Affembly — fhe kicked the poor King her Father— 
«¢ Here is.another too whofe warpt Looks proclaim what Store 
** her Heart is made of.” — He ftill continues to dwell in Ima- 
gination upon the Crime of Ingratitude, which appears to him 
fo fhocking that he exclaims, *‘ Let them anatomize Regan, — 
‘* fee what breeds about her Heart — Is there any Caufe in Na- 
“ture for thefe hard Hearts :?? This laft Stroke never fails to 
draw Tears from me. The Reader will pleafe to obferve that all 
this Time there is not a Word faid of his Royalty ; on the contra- 
ry, he fays to one near him, ‘* You, Sir, I entertain for one of 
‘* my Hundred; only I do not like the Fafhion of your Garment,” 
€¢. which hundred, was appointed after his Abdication. 

Arter this how was Shake/pear to reprefent Lear again fo as to 
keep up the Paffions, and heighten the Diftrefs? By taking Ad- 
vantage of every Circumftance in Lear’s Temper. He had faid 
that he would reaffume the Shape, he had caft off: This then re- 
mained untouched, and accordingly in the next Scene we per- 
ceive him actually putting it in Execution, and his Fancy fug- 
gefts to him, that he is aKing ; from which he reafons as from every 
other Principle, and always with an Eye to his Children, ‘ No, 
** they cannot touch me for coining ; Lam theKing himtelf.” From 
this his Imagination wanders, ‘* There’s my Gauntlet — I’ll prove 
** it on a Giant—bring up the brown Bills—O well flown Barb! 
“¢ i? th’ Clout! 7? th’ Clout Hewgh, give the Word.”—From 
this Rambling he foon returns, and the habitual Ideas again take 
Pofieffion of him. ‘* Ha Regan! Gonerill! they flattered me like 
‘“* a Dog,” Ge. After this Glo’fer enquiring if it is not the King, 
he catches at the Word and anfwers, ‘* Ay, every Inch a King.” 
And then he draws fome more Inferences from that Notion, till he 
reflects that G/o’fer’s Baftard Son was kinder to his Father than his 
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own Daughters got in lawful Sheets. From this he digrefles into 
an Invective againft Women, and continues raving, till at length 
his Spirit of Revenge returns upon him. ‘* And when I’ve ftolen 
** upon thefe Sons-1n-Law, then kill, kill, kill, kill. 

Ir was Shake/pear’s Art to referve his being crow#e@ with Straw 
for the laft Scene of his Madnefs, as it is a Reprefentation of hu- 
man Nature reduced to the loweft Ebb. Had he loft his Reafon 
on Account of his abdicated Throne, the Emotions of Pity would 
not be fo intenfe, as they now are when we fee him drove to that 
Extreme by the Cruelty of his own Children. Every Topic of 
parental Diftrefs being exhaufted, and all the King’s Matter. 
Paffions difplayed in his Madnefs, the Poet judicioufly fhews him 
gradually coming to himfelf in the next Scene; and we fee the 
Ideas dawning flowly on his Soul. 


Where have I been ? — where am I ?—fair Day-iight ! 


In this Recollection of his Reafon, he never once mentions the 
Lofs of Royalty, but again touches upon the Caufe of his Diftrefs 
in his Speech to Cordelia. | 


I know you do not love me, for your Sifters 
Have, as I do remember, done'me wrong ; 
You have fome Caufe , they have not.— 


So that before his Madnefs, ‘in it, and after it, Lear never lofes 
Sight of the Ideas which had worn fuch Traces on his Brain; and 
he muft,be unfeeling to the great Art of our Poet, who can look for 
any other Caufe of Diftrefs, in Scenes which are drawn fo forcibl 
and ftrong, and kept up with the moft exquifite Skill to the very 
dying Words of the unhappy Monarch. 

I nave purpofely avoided faying any Thing of the under Plot 
of this Tragedy, as I forefaw a long Effay this Day. I hall 
take another Opportunity to offer my Thoughts on that Head, 
and the Corner-Stone of Lear’s Madnefs being now eftablifhed, I 
think I fhall be able to raife a Superftructure upon it, which I hope 
will not be difagreeable to my Readers, and therefore I fhall poft- 
pone thefe Reflections till another Occafion. 

Z. 


TRUE INTELLIGENCE. 


Jo Cuarces Rancer, £/4; 
STR, 


qt r you don’t take Care and ca/l inthe Word Excessive, ‘twill certainly 

come to a bad End—It is now very bitterly treated, and worn to Rags an 
‘Tatters—lIt is often drag’d in with fuch Incoherence, that it is enoughjto make 
one expire—We can have no Diflike to fo genteel a Word, when properly 
applied ; but itis barbarous to fuffer it to be thus torn to Pieces, and kep: 
in continual Slavery by thofe who know not how to ufe it. Jam 


Chit: Chat-Club, SIR, 
in Poland-Street, 
Jan. 7, 1754. Your Reader and Servant, 


SUKEY WATCHFUL. 


Liou 
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| Pram my Regifter-Office, Jan. 9, 1754. 


I am obliged to this Lady for her Hint to reclaim a Word which feems to 
be tending to Deftruétion. The Engli/h Language is not fo extremely rich, 
that we cantampafford to difpenfe with a good Expreffion, and therefore I fhall 
take another Opportunity to cal/ in this Word and feveral more, as civil Go- 
vernments do light Money; They fhall all be iffued forth again, as we fee 
Occafion; and if my Brother Writers will all concur to do the fame many 
goods Words may be faved from becoming trivial, ludicrous, burlefque, anc 
‘in Time totally obfolete. 


Prom Mr. Hardham’s Snuff-fhop ii VF icet-ftrect. 


Mr Ranger called in here this Day, and regaled himfelf with a Pinch of 
right Stra/bourg, which had fuch an Effeé&t upon him, that he looks upon it 
to be full as good as Mr. Bayes’s Spirit of Brains He immediately found 
himfelf brifk in Fancy, and abounding in Wit to fuch a Degree that he was 
a Match in Repartee for the facetious Joke CLARE. It is therefore recom- 
mended to the Caravan to ftop herein its Way tothe Bedford, and the Paffen- 
~ gers will find themfelves — better qualified to decide upon all Topics of Lite- 
rature in that noble Academy of Sciences, 


N. B. Be fure to afk for Havdban’ s Right Dramatic Strafbourg. 





Covent-Garden, Jan. .12. 


On Thur/day \aft the Audience was greatly furprized at the Appearance of 
a new Aétrefs on this Stage, in the Character of Hermione ; and it was uni- 
verfally agreed, that it was the beft firft Attempt they hadever known. This 
Actrefs came on without any previous Puffs to prejudice rhe Town in her 
Favour; a modeft Prologue was fpoke on the Occafion,. in which fhe only 
begs to be endured, though fhe convinced every Body that fhe poffeffes all 
the Matérials to rs a great Actrefs; Her Perfon being tall and graceful ; 
her Features well difpofed, without any Difproportion, and her Voice clear, 
full and harmonious. She had not the pitiful. Ambition to over do her Part, 
but her Elocution was perfeétly natural, and the Exertion of her Powers in 
fome Paflages fhews what fhe is capable of, when ker Fears are fubfided. -I 
am informed, fhe is fo modeft, that fhe does not expeét that every Body thal] be 
called a Gocendrel, a Pimp, a Rafcal, an Hireling, a Coward, &c.-that does 
not think her the beft Aare, in the World. ‘The fame Advices add, that 
fhe does not defireto have a ates to be addrefled to her, full of fcr devils 
Abufe on every Perfon of Tafte, whom the Scribler of it may diflike; nor 
does fhe plead her being a Gentlewoman to exempt her from being mentioned 
in the News-Papers. She will be proud to find herfelf mention’d with Ap- 
probation in the GRay’s-Inn-JouRNAL, and fhe is ambitious to add to 
the Entertrinment of the Public, by whom, it is hoped, fhe will be pro- 
perly encouraged. 
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